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Dear Madame Bennett,
At the outset let me congratulate you on your appointment as minister for Indigenous Affairs. I
respect your commitment to reconciliation and have shared your frustration at the obstinate
approach of the previous government to addressing the issues facing Indigenous people in
Canada. I look forward to working with you to ensure that Canada delivers concrete action to
improve the lives of Indigenous people in this country.
One of the key areas that will need to be addressed is the overhaul of the woefu lly inadequate
education system on reserve. On February 27th, 2012 Parliament unanimously passed the
Shannen's Dream motion calling for such action, which, yourself and your entire Liberal caucus
voted for. This motion provided specific instructions for the government to move forward with a
complete overhaul of the education fi le.
It was very unfortunate that the previous government failed to follow through on this vote named
in honour of the late Cree youth leader Shannen Koostachin.
The language of the Shannen's Dream motion is straightforward. That, in the opinion of the
House, the government should:

I. declare that all First Nation children have an equal right to high quality culturally
relevant education;
2. commit to provide the necessary financial and policy supp01ts for First Nations
education systems;
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3. provide funding that wi ll put reserve schools on par with non-reserve provincial
schools;
4. develop transparent methodologies for school construction, operation, maintenance and
replacement;
5. work collaboratively with First Nation leaders to establish equitable norms and
formulas for determining class sizes and for the funding of educational resources, staff
salaries, spec ial education services and indigenous language instruction; and
6. implement policies to make the First Nation education system, at a minimum, of equal
quality to provincial school systems.
I know that the issue of education is close to your heart. I reach out with the offer to work in a
constructive manner to make sure that this reform becomes a tangible reality. The Shannen's
Dream parliamentary motion provides us a clear set of guidelines for moving forward in closing
the unacceptable funding gap. We can no longer tolerate a two-tiered system of education rights
in this country.
I am pleased to see that in your mandate letter from Prime Minister Trudeau the crippling 2% cap
will finally be removed. This is a very positive first step.
It will be equally important to follow through on the promise made by Mr. Trudeau on August 13
to invest $2.6 billion in "new" funding for students in K- 12. However, this promise appears
predicated on a 2013 Conservative government commitment of $1.7 billion that never
materialized. The funding was not transferred to the department and does not ex ist in the Mains
or Estimates. This suggests that the $1.7 billion wi ll need to be reallocated from other spending
priorities. Given the recent economic forecasts by the Parliamentary Budget officer, this may
prove challenging.
I am asking you to reassure Canadians that the Liberal commitment of $2.6 billion in "new"
funding will not be compromised. As well, if money must be reallocated for education in order to
meet this $2.6 billion commitment, wi ll you guarantee that it is not taken from other important
priorities within the department?
Real educational reform will require a systematic restructuring of the way funding is delivered for
in classroom suppmt as well as for the capital construction of school s. The Shannen's Dream
motion instructs government to work in collaboration with Indigenous leaders, communities, and
experts to establish a truly student-centered Indigenous system of education. The knowledge and
experience of Indigenous educators at the grassroots level will play a huge role in ensuring that
the money flows to meet the needs of students across this country.
For example, school projects and capital maintenance cannot be treated as pmt of much larger
national infrastructure priorities such as bridges, road construction, etc. The Parliamentary Budget
Officer has pointed out that, time and time again, monies assigned for Indigenous education are
reallocated for other purposes or simply not spent. All too often school projects are publicly
announced but never built. All too often the budget contains impressive figures for school
projects that are clawed back by the end of the year. This has to stop. School construction and
capital maintenance must be protected by "ring fencing" and given its own li ne item in
departmental spending. Without this transparency, education will continue to ex ist at the whim of
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the department. I look forward to hearing your thoughts on how to achieve these measurable and
transparent benchmarks.
As we return to Ottawa to hear the throne speech from your new government, I can't help but
think of the late Shannen Koostachin who came to Ottawa at the age of 13 looking for a pmtner
for Indigenous children. At that time, there was no federal partner wi lling to address the needs of
her generation. And yet, what she asked for was simple and straightforward - that every child on
reserve should be able to go to a "comfy school that gives them hope and pride."
In this new Parliament we have a historic oppmtunity to create a new path forward . The
establishment of a fully funded, Indigenous education system is an important first test on showing
that this parliament can do politics differently. I look forward to working with you on these files.
All the best,

Charlie Angus, Member of Parliament
Timmins- James Bay
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